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National Cardiac Audit Programme 
 

PATIENT REPRESENTATIVE GROUP CHAIR ROLE DESCRIPTION 
 
 

 

 
Job title Chair, Patient Representative Group   

 
Unit 

National Institute for Cardiovascular Outcomes Research,  
Barts Health NHS Trust 
 

 
Reporting to 

Director of NICOR (Professor John Deanfield) and NCAP Operational and 
Methodology Group Chair (Professor Mark de Belder) or their deputy NICOR 
Chief Operating Officer (James Chal). 
 

 
Duration 

 
Board and Committee membership: 

• Patient Representative Group - up to 4 meetings per year 

• NICOR Stakeholder Board membership - 4 meetings per year 
 
Fixed term until the end of June 2022  

 
 
Background to the role 
 
The National Institute for Cardiovascular Outcomes Research (NICOR) manages the National Cardiac Audit 
Programme (NCAP), providing a direct service used by the NHS in planning, monitoring and delivering day-
to-day care. 
 
The NICOR Patient Representative Group (PRG) is established to lead on patient and public engagement 
activities and to input into public-facing communications. 

 
The role of the PRG is to advise and support NICOR in the development of its Patient and Public 
Engagement (PPE) strategy. This will include advising on outputs, design and content selection of NCAP 
reporting and ensuring that patients’ views are taken into account in dataset planning so that they reflect 
issues and measure outcomes which are important to patients. It will also feed into public-facing 
communications in conjunction with the Communications workstream. 

The Chair of the PRG will be appointed by the NICOR Stakeholder Board, which is a high level strategic 
group chaired by the NICOR Director, Professor John Deanfield, and made up of members from several of 
the cardiovascular Professional Societies, as well as senior post holders in NHS England, NHS Scotland and 
Wales and associated regulatory bodies, NICOR’s funders, the Healthcare Quality Improvement 
Partnership, and the contract holders for the National Cardiac Audit Programme, Barts Health NHS Trust. 
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The PRG is supported by a wider Virtual Patient and Public Panel. The purpose of the panel is to consult 
patients and the public on new ideas for reporting cardiac audit data, future communications campaigns 
and anything else requiring input, feedback or user testing. It will primarily operate via email but with 
occasional face to face focus groups from time to time where a need is identified. 
 
Background: NICOR  
 
NICOR is an institutionally agnostic, national organisation with multiple stakeholders.  It is responsible for 
the delivery of the NCAP contract held by Barts Health NHS Trust (Barts Health).  NHSE and the Welsh 
Government have commissioned and funded (via HQIP) Barts Health to host NICOR to deliver the NCAP 
contract. 
 
NICOR works with national and international experts in audit and statistical methodology (including the 
relevant professional societies and statutory organisations e.g. the Department of Health (DoH), Health 
Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP), Care Quality Commission (CQC)) to undertake analyses and to 
develop risk adjustment models as well as developing a research programme involving linkage of the 
domain databases.  
 
The previously called national cardiovascular audits, are now termed as the following specialist clinical 
domains of the NCAP:  

• National Audit for Percutaneous Coronary Interventions (Angioplasty); 

• National Adult Cardiac Surgery Audit; 

• National Audit of Cardiac Rhythm Management (Devices and Ablation); 

• National Congenital Heart Disease Audit; 

• National Heart Failure Audit and 

• MINAP (Myocardial Ischaemia National Audit Project - heart attack). 
 
It is intended that NICOR will link world-class paediatric and adult cardiovascular programmes for ‘lifetime’ 
management, providing national cardiovascular audit data and outcomes. These data will be used to 
develop new cost effective strategies for prevention of cardiovascular disease. Delivery of these within the 
community will be developed to maintain ‘wellness’ and reduce clinical complications of cardiovascular 
disease. 
 
NICOR is directed by Professor John Deanfield, with James Chal, NICOR Chief Operating Officer being 
responsible for the day to day operational activities. The NCAP governance structures include the NCAP 
Stakeholder Board, the NOM Group and Barts Health Performance Review Group.  
 
 
Role Specification 
 
This is a voluntary role for which reasonable travel expenses will be paid, according to the Barts Health 
travel expenses policy. 
 
 
Key responsibilities 
 

• Chair the Patient Representative Group x 4 per year (either in London or as remote meetings) with 
admin and other support from the Group Secretariat, the NICOR Communications and Stakeholder 
Engagement Coordinator (travel expenses will be paid). 
 

• Attending quarterly high level NCAP Stakeholder Board meetings in London and updating the 
Board on patient and public engagement activity (travel expenses will be paid). 
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• Develop NICOR’s public and patient engagement strategy. 
 

• Help to shape public facing communications and reporting.  
 

• Lead discussions with the PRG on all major audit developments, ensuring all members contribute in 
a constructive manner and review all planned developments prior to implementation. 
 

• Be an ambassador for NICOR in the community by promoting and supporting its work. 
 

 
Working Relationships 
 
The PRG Chair will work closely with: 

• NICOR Director, NICOR NOM Group Chair, NICOR Chief Operating Officer, NICOR Communications 
and Stakeholder Engagement Coordinator. 

• Patient Representative Group and Virtual Patient and Public Panel. 

• NICOR Stakeholder Board, NICOR Data Research Access Group and NOM Group (there are two 
representatives from the PRG on the NOM group). 

• Senior Project Manager, National Technical Services Manager and Domain Clinical Leads if required. 

 
Appointment  
 
The appointment will be made through an open, fair and transparent recruitment process managed by 
NICOR (with advice and support from Barts Health). The post will be advertised on the NICOR website and 
social media.  Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed by an interview panel (details TBC). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


