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	Key message 1:
	In 2019/20 there were 31,046 adult cardiac operations performed in the UK.  This represents a 13% fall in procedures over the last 5 years (4645 fewer in 2019/20 compared to 2014/15).

	Key message 2:
	The mortality rates following cardiac surgery overall (including emergencies) have been falling over the last decade (from 3.33% to 2.44%).  It appears that this improvement over time may have plateaued over the last 5 years and for the first time the mortality rate has risen in 2019/20 compared to the previous year (from 2.23% to 2.44%).

	Key message 3:
	In 2019/20 there were 13,932 isolated coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG) procedures performed in the UK. The numbers of patients undergoing CABG procedures have been steadily falling over the last 5 years. Total numbers decreased by 3,007 operations (17.7%) between 2014/15 and 2019/20, almost entirely due to a reduction in elective CABG cases (patients admitted from home for surgery) during this time.

	Key message 4:
	The UK mortality rates for non-emergency isolated CABG continue to be low, with rates no more than 1% in each of the last 6 years, and only 0.87% in 2019/20. The rates after urgent CABG were 1.13%, and after elective CABG only 0.61% (UK, 2019/20).

	Key message 5:
	There has been a 25% increase in aortic valve interventions over 5 years (in 2019/20, there were 5056 isolated AVRs, 2596 AVR&CABGs and 6076 TAVIs).

	Key message 6:
	There has been a 26% fall in isolated MV repairs and a 15.7% fall in MV replacements over 5 years.

	Key message 7:
	The rate of MV repairs (as a proportion of all MV procedures) is 61.6% but this varies from 22-91% between centres.

	Key message 8:
	Waiting times for elective CABG have increased (104 days, up from 97 days in 2017/18; only 8 NHS hospitals have a mean wait <84 days.

	Key message 9:
	Waits for urgent CABG have increased slightly to 11 days (up from 10 days in 2017/18); no hospital performs >75% cases within 7 days of the angiogram.

	Key message 10:
	The proportion of CABG cases that are now performed as urgent cases has increased from 47.4% to 50.7% in 3 years.

	Key message 11:
	Complications following cardiac operations remain at a low level. There has been a fall in the rate of reoperations for bleeding from 2.59% to 1.83% since 2017/18.

	Key message 12:
	Overall there has been a 73% implementation of the new NACSA dataset variables over 3 years, with 100% compliance by 25 out of 41 units; 9 of 41 hospitals provided none of the new data.

	

	100 word summary or abstract of the report:

	This report from the NACSA audit has analysed the results of nearly 100,000 patients who have undergone cardiac surgery in the UK between April 2017 and March 2020. Mortality rates following cardiac surgery are excellent (0.87% for non-emergency CABG). Measures of quality of care, including day of surgery admission (DOSA) and rates of post op bleeding are gradually improving. However, waiting times for both urgent (inpatient) and elective CABG show no improvement and appear to be worsening.  There is very marked unexplained variation in rates of mitral valve repair between units.
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