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	Key message 1:
	In 2020/21 only 19,333 adult heart operations were performed (a fall of 34%). Around 10,000 patients did not have heart surgery that should have done across the UK (compared to the previous year). 

	Key message 2:
	Adult surgery activity reduced by 80% and 60% during the two peaks of COVID-19 admissions. Reduction in activity varied hugely between cardiac centres with drops ranging between 7% and 53%.

	Key message 3:
	In England there was a 21% increase (to 125 days), in Northern Ireland a 61% increase (197 days), and in Wales a 94% increase (252 days) in waiting times for elective CABG surgery. Only 5 NHS hospitals met the 84 day target.

	Key message 4:
	Waiting times for urgent CABG decreased from 11 to 10 days in UK. But only 3 hospitals met the 7 day target.

	Key message 5:
	Day of Surgery Admission (DOSA) rates fell by over 50% last year to only 8.3% of elective admissions (from 19.6% the previous year). No hospital achieved the target in 2020/21 (compared to 4 in 2019/20).

	Key message 6:
	Reoperation for bleeding rates following CABG last year remained low at 1.78%. Stroke rates fell to 0.6%. The rate of the most serious type of sternal wound infection was very low at 0.14%.

	Key message 7:
	Total coronary artery procedures (PCI and CABG combined) fell by 13%.  The ratio of PCI to CABG rose from 7:1 to 10:1 last year.

	Key message 8:
	Total aortic valve procedures (TAVI and AVR combined) fell by 17%. TAVI increased by 11% whereas AVR fell by 40%. The ratio of TAVI to AVR rose from 1.2:1 to 2.3:1 last year.

	Key message 9:
	Due to COVID the average consultant only performed 75 operations last year (compared to 125 in 2018/19).

	Key message 10:
	Surgeons in training performed 28% fewer operations last year than in the previous year.

	
	

	100 word summary or abstract of the report:

	This report from the NACSA audit has analysed the results of nearly 80,000 patients who have undergone cardiac surgery in the UK (excluding Scotland) between April 2018 and March 2021. Due to the COVID pandemic around 10,000 patients did not have heart surgery that should have done last year across the UK (compared to 2019/20). Overall mortality rates have risen slightly, but this was due to fewer elective cases being performed. Waiting times (from date of angio) for elective surgery have increased by 21% to 125 days on average. However, waits for urgent surgery improved (from 11 to 10 days).
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